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GALATIANS. iv, „ 9, 10, 11. Hh 


But now after that ye baue known- Gad, or 
rather are known of God, how turn ye'again 
to the weak and beggarly. Elements, bertun- 
to ye defire again to be in bondage? N ob. 
 ferve days and months and times and years, 


T am afraid of you, left I have W * 
you our in Vain. 


Vr gives me a moſt ſenſible pleaſure, dear chri- 
I ſtian brethren, to ſee ſo many of you afſem- 


bled together on this occaſion ; not becauſe it 
is on this occaſion, but becauſe I am glad of every 

occaſion that offers of mi to your edifica- 
tion; and J rejoice in this n erwiſe, nor upon 
any other account, than as it affords me an oppor- = 


tunity of PRE. the truth Aran ken 
2 8 


But, however, as a very 0. gar motive — — 
brought a greater number of ycu together, at this 
time, than I have ſeen at this church for. ſome 
years, it is proper that I ſhould pay ſome — 
to that; I will therefore anſwer your ex 

fo far as to give you à Sermon on the day, and = 


rather becauſe I perceive you are diſappointed of 
ſomething 1 that you expected. 


You 


(6) 

Tou are pointed, I ſuppoſe, that the ſervice 

N has not been read; and you will 
vonder the more at this, when you recollect that I 

have, j complied with your little 
fancies and in ſome things contrary to 
my own judgement, that, if poſſible, I might pre- 
vail with you, by ſuch wa on any to conſider, or, 
as the caſe required, to act for your own good in 


other things — importance. 


Vou may well expect, therefore, that 1 ſhould 
give you ſome ſatisfaftory account why I have not 
been ſo yielding now as at other times; 3 1 
am . F Young her kz not without great hopes, 
that if I may but have „ — 

an impartial judgment, on your, part, I ſhall 
diſmiſs you very well Prisfed wi with ne, and not 
diſſatisfied with yourſelves for attending at church 
— — perform that particular worſhip which 
burr Jy : 7 Jo ah us to we men te . 


The firſt reaſon I will be het hems an 
read the ſervice ap ointe in our liturgy and calen- 
dar for Chriſtmas d „but uy the common pray- 
ers and fervice for the” 118 Fo anuary is, that 
Lam forbidden to do © ery by law, and by the 
ſort of human law in this kingdom, 
namely, an ad ef parliament, which is a law made 
by the king, lords, and commons in the ſupreme 
council 1 this nation, to whom both you and 1 
have given a full power to act for us n al pub- 
lie occafions, and in matters of a thoufand times 
more concern to us, than the png of Chrift- 


Ac. — 
4 0 - - 
. - " 
* - 


- Now 


I 8 
No, had I, to oblige you, n | 
: ament, it is very probable. 1: might GST 
Mn unn foriunnd 


of ſome 
that are hidden frum tbe uiſe and — 

and revealed unto babes; but I, for my own part, de 
clare that I tan find no-revelationd in th 
(and I know not where elſe to look ſor them) con- 


cerning tho proper time of keeping Cbriſimas: and, 
therefore, I conclude, that fo far as fuch things are 


The 8 8 ſpeaks 


peceſſary or expedient, they are left to be — 
dy the powers ; and in any ſuch ) caſe: as 
chat, I hope I never ſhall be-ſa-conceited: as t 


think upblf wiſer than the king, the whole nobs- 
lity, and principal gentry of Great Britain; and 
tho this affair may have ſomething” to do with res 
ligion, the ordering of which may frem ta be 
more the buſineſs of the clergy, yet it would næver 
bave diſturbed me if not one biſhop, or nat one 
clergyman in the kingdom had been conſulted in 

this matter, becauſe I know, from lang experi- 
_ ence, that our gracious ſouereign is fo merciful 
and upright, that nothing in the world will ever 
prevail with him, | willingly and knowingly, to 
paſs any law which enfarces any thing ſinful, or is 
even hard and I to _ nnn 1 * 
ſubjocts. 


Nin 8 
convince any of * ee | 


5 (5 

eious ſovertign king George gave kts Conſent to his 
act of parliament moſt readily and willingly, ' as 4 
law that would not do the leaſt harm to religion, 
and would moreover be of great ſervice to his own 
fubjects, in carrying on their trading correſpond- 
ence in foreign countries, where tlie time has 
been reckoned in this (which you think a new) 
way, for almoſt 170 Years; and you will agree 
with me, I am ſure, that which is good for trade, 
cannot be bad for us, who are NY 
r ee r e 

c 4 


b mould not have . ci 
but that 1 n that 
Cbriſtmas- day was by the lords of the re- 
gency, while his Majeſty — this laſt ſum- 

mer: which is ſo. ſtupid and ſo impudenrt a li 
this 1 cannot imagine who- could be ſo wick 
and, at the ſame time, ſo weak as to invent it: 
for the lords Ls the regency could have done no 
ſuch thi they would. The alteration, not 
only of 122 th but of all the days in the 

was made, as I have ſaid, by an act of par- 

t; and no act of parliament is of force 
without the king's conſent, which his majeſty 
re particular act, the year before he went 
aſt abroad, and it actually cook . on the firſt 


day of e 752. 


Ven pretend, 1 Lf to have. better reaſons 
than this for keeping Old Chriſtmas-day, and ſo 
had you need; but I would have you to examine 
theſe reaſons very well (and I will aſſiſt you to 5 
it by and by) before you depend too much u 

: wherever we have good and true re — 
enow for what we do, there it can do no ſervice 
to mix bad and lying reaſons among them : — 

when 


( "I " 
| nett I find that le bea told to 2 
fend or uphold any whatever, it is an argu- 
ment with me —— that ſuch a cauſe has 
nothing good or ſolid to ſupport it; and I am 
now going to convince you that is is wg 
RT WS AER We 


What you have Saber to fay i in is bg 
amounts, as > fa as I can learn, to this. Admit 
+ tliat there are forty acts of parliament for the 
<< alteration of the day, yet, /ay yon, our bibles 
« tell us, and ſo have you yourſelf told us an 
« hundred times, that 9 m. obey God rather _ 
„ man: eſus Chriſt ordain one thin 
the . another, we muſt — oley : 
« our Saviour before the ' parliament, who, ela | 
„with the king at their head, are but mere men, 
| and have no ſuch divine commiſſion for what 
& they do as our Lord had :* and then yqu go 
on, and ſay, that Chriſt muſt have been borg like 
other men on ſome certain day, and that you 
« read in ſome holy books, and particularly in 
« Mr. NeLson's companion for the feſtivals and 
« faſts of the church of England, that this day 
<< was moſt certainly the twenty fifth of December, 
and that the primitive chriſtians always obſerved 
and honoured that day, as the nativity of our 
6 {Lond with the greateſt ſolemnity; and theſe 
primitive chriſtians could not but know the very 
« day upon which Chrift was born, becauſe the 
66 apiaſtle kept it before them, and to be ſure, 
ordered all chriſtians to keep it for the time to 
“ come; and tho' our bleſſed Saviour, out of 
* his great humility, might not command ſuch a 
day to be obſerved, yet his apoſtles, being in- 
5 « ſpired, could not has know what was fit and 
0 1 God to be done in ſuch 
a 


3 (1) 
<. a caſe; whence you will conclude, that it muſt 
4 be the higheſt preſumption for any other ſort of 
«© men to alter what was fixed by the apoſtles of 
« Chriſt and according to the will of God.” 


hope none of you will think that I have ſtated 
theſe arguments unfairly, or with leſs clearneſs and 
force than you could have urged them yourſelves : 

if that ſhould be your opinion, I will be at a 
fair bargain with you: bring any man who ſhall 
prove only ſo much of your cauſe as I have open'd, 
and I will be bound to do any thing hereafter 
about Cbriſtmas day that you would have me. 


But indeed I am in no danger; for I will now 
tell you, what I know will ſurprize you very 
much, but what however is very true, and that 
is, that there is no man now in the world, nor 
very probably has been for above fifteen hundred 
years, who did or does know on what day our 
Saviour Chriſt was born: nay I will go farther, 
and aſſert that no man in the world knows pre- 
ciſely how to fix the year in which this event 
happened, tho* there are conſiderable helps to- 
wards it in the hiſtories of our holy evangeliſts : _ 
nor has any man reaſon to be aſhamed of his ig- 
norance in this matter, when he conſiders that St. 
Luke himſelf was not certain of it, ſaying only 
that our Saviour was about thirty years of age 
when he was baptized by John: why think you, 
would not the apoſtles inform St. Luke of this 
matter exactly, he might have put it down 
in his hiſtory, and ſo have prevented all future 
diſputes? I will tell you why; they were not 
careful to keep any account of our Lord's age at 
all, and much leſs of his birth-day : it was enough 
for them that Jeſus Chrift came into the Tt to 
| | ave 


N Car) 
hee, withour recording the day and. year 
=; 44 pan cough for ws 
too I cannot tell. | 


enqui 
| this matter, for my own — as = 
yours; and I do aſſure ou that all I am wiſer. is, 
that learned men are of t opinions About fe 
all of them equally — or rather eq * 
precarious, for want of due information from 
who certainly would have given it, had it been ne- 


ceſſary; I mean the apoſtles and evangeliſts. 


| Theſe lexrned men indeed hye endearoured t 
ground their ſeveral 2 
one way and ſome another, on the ſcriptures 
but — — by 
this kind of proof, becauſe it has ne in- 
dre, and often only conjectural. W tt 


One of theſe fancies thus indire&tly x aka from 
the ſcriptures, I will lay before — becauſe you 
will be able to underſtand it, which I cannot ſay 
of ſome others. We are told in the third chap- 
ey —— apr hy — that John the baptiſt 

Fews and ſome of his own 
— ples, — — ——— he bad born wimeks 
had begun to baptize, and had many followers, 
took occaſion from thence to magnify our Sa- 
viour's character and office in com of his 
own; among other to this effect he ſays, 
v. 30. He muſt increaſe, but I muſt decreaſe; from 
which words, occaſion has been taken to argue 
from the probability that Job the baptiſt was born 
on the longeſt day in the year, becauſe the days 
=__ then o ſhorten ey decreaſe, and that * — 

2 me 


; 6120). 
maine rule; bur bleſſed Saviour was born on the 
ſhorteſt day; after which che 5 5 are "graces r 


increaſing. 


1 don't recollect at bete Imet with this 
dete obſervation, for I thought it not much worth 
my notice, but I ſuſpect it is not modern; and, 
perhaps, if ut could certainly diſcover what it 
Was that firſt Bave octafibn to the fixing theſe ho- 
days to thoſe ſeveral feafons of the year at which 


Sead be ke -woult prove to be this 
very e- by other of equal e 


Nor, if ou ſhould "a * to pay any re- 
wy if traditions as this, you will have all 
Sous inthe world to be ſatisfied with what the 
parliament has done in this matter, for nem Chrif- 
n a, and © arw Mid- r=day are certainly 
neareft tte Thoneſt and days of the year 
reſpectively, than the days on which theſe feſti- 
— were celebrated before the late 3 
——— Lach almoſt aſhamed to-undervatge either 
Ee an or my own, by dwelling fo 
n-fuch a trifle; I would willingly hope, 
har e510 meaneſt capacity among you. will eaſily 
difcover, by area mg to the — of 
St. Jobn, chat the _ — have no 7 1 
| hs nen | | 


For my own part, 5 perſuaded, char if ei- 
— Ckriſt or his apoſties had appointed the obſer- 
vation of Chriſtmas, they would not have left the 
world. in ſuch abſolute ignorance of the preciſe 
day of our bleſſed Lord's nativity; and I think it 
clear beyond all diſpute, that if the apoſtles and the 
chriſtians that came next after them, had obſerved 


any 


GN 
any ſuch —_— yearly, and had taught their follow- 


ers to do ſo too, it is impoſſible that the * 
ever have been forgot. TE IR 


Rn Nelſon, who wrote the PROP dock about 
the feſtivals and faſts of our church, was, without * 
doubt, a moſt pious and fincere chriſtian, and, in 
other reſpects, a valuable man; I ani perſwaded 
he is dead in the Lord, and will, at the great way 
of retribution, receive a glorious reward of his . 
labours, and ſo will any of you who, in p | 
tion to your talents, are as good and uſefut as he 
was: but it is to be feared that Mr. Nelſon laid 


more ſtreſs on this matter of keeping holidays than 


was convenient, or than the nature of the 
would bear, without better warrant from ſeri 
than I can find he has ever produced: and'/T'ath 


afraid in ſome apes owe ſuch books do a great deal 
of harm. 


For example, in the chapter concerning Chrig- 
mas-day, Mr. Nelſon fa the day ſhould 
bouts Wrights: or being of a water 

moment than the falſe calcutttion of a day, 
« will certainly be very purdonable in thoſe who 
« think they are not miſtaken.” Which im- 
plies that the miſtake is of moment to thoſe 'who 


it, or have reaſon to think that it is a mi-- 


ſtake; now is not this en to encourage | 
ſcruples concerning the — alteration, 7 ol 
render you diffatisfied with the ' legiſlature for 
leading you into a wilful miſtake? and more eſ- 
pecially, as the fame Mr. Nelſon has told you juſt 
fore, that there is little "reaſon to doubt but 
that this, which we now obſerve (that is the day 


„ which 


(14) 
* which we obſery'd de this new regulation) 
* is the very day? | 


But however, I pray be ſo Tut to your gover- 
nors arid yourſelves, as to conſider with me, what 


NY Mr. Nau has for laying thus, t 


The enn of st. ch pſalen, a bi is 
2 % clear for the tradition of it.” Alas! that a 

matter of this moment ſhould be left upon the 
ſandy (pin — of N and 
eighty er it happened: but to let that 
paſs : — not one think from Mr. Nelſon's 
manner of expreſſing himſelf that St. Chry/oftom 
muſt have known of this tradition from his very 
Childhood? And will you ceaſily believe me, 
when I tell you that this very Chryſoftom expreſly 
fays-in that diſcourſe to which. Mr Nelſon's mar- 
gin refers, that it was not quite ten years ſince 
he was inform d, _— e — ry" 


It is needleſs for me to enter farcher into this 
matter than Mr. Nelſon has done; we know how 
far his authority goes with you : and indeed, in 
many things, he is worthy of your higheſt regard; . 
particularly many of the prayers annexed to theſe 
diſcourſes, - are excellent; but Mr. Nel/on, and 
every writer ' belides, ſhould be read with a parti- 
. cular reverence for "that caution of our Lord to 
call no man maſter upon earth, and with a particular 
care to examine all the Dodtrines and commandments 
F men by that ſtandard of truth the written word 
of God, which we know was given us for a rule 

our maſter which is beaven, with whom is no 


 variableneſs, neither ſhadow of turning. 


From 


(15) | 
From theſe — I will now conclude that 
| if our moſt gracious ſovereign at the head of his 
parliament had enjoined us to to keep the feaſt 
of the nativity of aur Lord on the — fifth day 
of May, or the twenty fifth day of a they 
would have had as. good reaſons (for ought that 
appears in the original hiſt _ of Feſus Chriſt) my 
pitching upon either of days, as they had 
who fixed it to the AER of December. 


Mor in the authority of king and parliament a 
ſmall matter even with Mr. Nelſon himſelf 3 in this 
very caſe: one of his queſtions in the very firſt 

of his book is, are not holy days enforced 
the laws of the land? In anſwer to which he 
refers us to ſeveral acts of parliament made in that 
behalf, and concludes that in the act of uni- 
« formity the rubric and the rules relating to the 
< liturgy (and among others thoſe for the obſer- 
<« vation of theſe days) are eſtabliſhed by royal 
authority as well as the liturgy itſelf.” And I 
verily think, for my own part, that what Mr. 
Nelſon here calls royal authority, is the very beſt 
authority we have for paying wy EIN re- 
ſpect to ſuch days. 


I would not willingly give offence to the mean- 
eſt man or woman among you, nor do I mean it; 
but as you have in a manner conſtrained me, I 
will ſpeak my mind freely upon this occaſion, 
not knowing when I may have another ſo proper 
for the purpoſe. To be plain then, if it would 
have pleaſed you as well, it would have pleaſed 
me much better, if the king and parliament, in- 
ſtead of ordering us to keep Chriſtmas-day eleven 
days before the uſual time, had ordained that _ 
on ; 


. (36) 19288 
only bat, but any other feſtival (our weekly bun- 
. days excepted) ſhould not be kept at all. 


My principal reaſon for ſaying this is, that it 
would be much better no religious ref] 6 
be aceompanied with ſo much riot and luxury, ſo 
many ſuperſtitious and profane ſports and pa- 
ſtimes, together with ſo much gaming, . curſing, 


ſwearing, drunkenneſs and debauchery as the 
yearly return of theſe times brings along with it. 


have (beſides the ſtatute law) for ſetting apart any 
times in honour of our Saviour and his apoſtles, 


fave one day in ſeven: but I am as fure as the 
ſcriptures can make me, that ſuch revels and diſ- 
orders as are practiſed at Zafter, Whitfuntide, and 
above all at Chrijimas, are moſt expreſsly contrary 
to the purity of the chriſtian religion, and to the 
. and example of the bleſſed and holy 

mig 099 un 101. - 7 


7 3 * FY | f * . * 1 | C 434 | 
How can we poſſibly ſuppoſe that the formal 


devotions offered by certain perſons at a particular 
ſeaſon, with a pretence of honouring Feſus Chriſt 
more eſpecially ben than at other times, ſhould be 


acceptable to him, when other portions of the ſame 


ſeaſon are on the very ſame pretence employed in 
diſſolute revels, in gluttony and drunkenneſs, and 
other vices and follies moſt contrary to the ſpirit 


and tenor of his whole goſpel? Suppoſe, for want 


of more ſolid proofs of our obedience, any of us 
ſhould ſay at the laſt day of account, Lord, 
Lord, have we not kept the feaſt of thy nativity 
<« every year in honour of thy name? might 
he not, and will he not anſwer us with the great- 

eſt 


dect ſnould 


+ Wl "BY 
eſt 680 5 2 2 on 2 bow Fra 
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7 
workers of 
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« ent chat the ſolemn obſervation of - "that 4% 
3 97 
* import”? 21k mY 1 


To chis 1 e 1. That 22 55 EO 
the Lori un among 1 ate ei ſuck £ have 
no gre rd ro lg ion at all, or elſe Tuch ag 
e | 
entious: people yo pee e e 
all dug reverence, make. no manner of d — a 
r c "holidays in * | 
ncing and other diverſions, 'w hich ther _ 
hink yery unmeer for Sandy Work: 3 4K n: 
2. The two caſes are Named « fake 
material circummſtance; rhe obſervation” of a fe- 
venth day is the ſubje& matter of ane pf che ten 
commandments, and is conſequently of Almighty 
God's own appointment; 'whereas t I hers 
keaſt foundation in any of | thefe commandments, 
or any other part of ſcripture 3 the Telig ow obs 
fervation of other holidays 1 oeh 
if there had been, we ſure, che 0 
in one caſe would . been as clear and Ban as 
in the other, i 


2 0 very well chat ſome r N many 
God . take great — on the n, | 


137120 26. Ls * 


8 . 
and think,.or at leaſt fay, that they are blameleſs, 
foraſmuch as the, fourth commandment was given 
to the Jews only: but was not this, I pray, the 
caſe of the other nine alſo? were not they too 
given to 2 Jews only at the time they were 
given? where do we read that almighty God gave 
any ſuch commandments to any other people? 
and when our bleſſed Saviour made it neceſſary for 
his diſciples and followers to keep theſe command- 
ments that they might enter into life, is the, fourth 
y where ex ? and whereas it is ſaid that 
| he other nine have ſuch reaſons for their obliga- 
tion, as concern all mankind in all circumſtances 
and ſituations; I would defire to know in what 
cicumſtances or ſituations it does not concern all 
mankind as well as the Jew, that in fe, dgs 1 
Lord made heaven and earth, the ſea and all that in 
them is, and. reſted the ſeventh... day, which . ſeventh 
dy TuzzzIOR. the Lord Beſed and auf, 


G Nom 0 46,700 3480, 5m 74391 322, 
I don't enter here into the reaſons and authority 
for changing the ſabbath from the laſt to the firſt 

for you 


man 
inting 


Y* 1 Sy 1 8 Je 


the ſecond „„ 


- 


„ 1 thou 


( 
coffin has Ar kee 1 thouk 
ſatnE re 3 that Ag 


ky than 3 the lll ; 
to cover their knavery and im OE — 
at the ſame time, 
to miſtead the common people into a belief that theis 
ſuperſtitious inſtitütions are of divine authority : 
thys do their wicked prieſts abuſe the word of God 


firſt; that Ho os more hows toe abuſe the 1 


IF 1151 


prople = afterwar 2 27h . 


A bean" art S; muſt 688 gte Wat. 1 
am fo far from dale g any injunctions in ſeri 

to keep theſe — (I mean any injunctions in 
which chriſtians are concerned) that 1 am much 
miſtaken if 1 do not diſcern in the new tefta- 
ment very n reaſons. and directions e 1 


curions. 


ARES 3G 1h : {3 


And now! am end my "OW When per- 
W ou may think it is almoſt time I ſhould 
have His with it: and here you''plainly perceive 
that the apoſtle Paul finds fault with the Galatians 


for obſerving days and months an times and ' years ; 
he calls them, 120 find, weak and beggarly elements, 


which bring thoſe who obſerve chen! wi bondage ; 
and laſtly, he is afraid leſt this very Sn 


render the labour he had befeed up upon t 


fectual and vain. 


The queſtion then is, what fort of tb and 
times the apoſtle means? Mr. Nelſon anſwers, 
% not chriſtian feſtivals to be ſure, for the obſer- 

| „ vation 


27h c hay m 


len in fer 
cus, whic 
1 chriſtians att — 15 bs 
N 4 necellary to 3 
a e endeavours of 5 


5 13 7 
TS IN On r, 


at fo wiſe 4 con- 
2 x ſhould not have re- 
, 75 J as: Faſter and 
ſuntide were origins N ae 3, what 
reaſon then could Mr. Nelſon Have given, or 72 
a other man give, why it is not as unju 


d as, contrary 10, les endeavours to 
i 22 * e en as the 


43 #29 44 14 


For the ec Te. ee Wh "Me Ne jon at the 
apoſtle had no 1 ſeſtivals in 
cauſe he knew of none but the firſt d fs 
week ; and had St. Paul been always. re 
the chriſtian church as ha ſhould "have ons, I 
am vefily perſuaded that ch ſhould, Baye * 
of no Mf at he ans 


"Mr. Nt, on. aſks, 1 fe bite and + 1 is 
F the oble 7 loch days as are in uſe 
x among chriſtians bidden in ſcripture ?”” and 

out any heſitation anſwers, no: —let me aſk 
in my turn; is it commanded in ſcripture that 
chriſtians would obſerve ſuch days? Tanſwer, no; 
nor has Mr. Nelſen, or any other man that I know 
of, ever pretended to prove it: thus far then it is 
a moot caſe; and we muſt, according to St. Paul's 


ume. 71 


rule, 80 on to Prove theſe days, and, according 


ro 


(21) 
to. our. e W to + res nen h , 


fruits. 3 i Ta T7 15 1 
Now, if i 0 Wal l Sr, me W own, 
cy 3 CRP ſort al) that 3 
N no 


and bene elements, that they” 

bondage, and have à — 1 tendency to to defeat the 
end of chriſtian inſtruction with to the true, 
and real means of ſalvation, then they certainly 


e ſort of days, the obſervation of 
re he tame for of dap 


apoſtle. here: SER: of, Ang en 
quently condemns...  _. 


By elements the aqute nan te fri rudiments 
or principles by which the VE pes taucht or 
tas e ſuch as the letters 


— $33 - 2 — 


led to 
Fo habet, by which children are taught 10 


tead, and by that means gradually led to learning 
and knowledge of different 7:57 and fo far ele- 
ments have their uſe, and are indeed neceffary : 
but what would you think of a man who, being 
fully inſtructed i in any 15 or r inſtead of 
1 it in ce, and continually improving 
. ould Seer himſelf with going back now - 
vel then to his primmer, and reading over his 
a, b, c? would not theſe elements be to ſuch a 
man "weak and beggarly indeed? for what would he © 
then learn from them, or what. better or wiſer 
would he be for chem. | 


Juſt ſuch * as theſe in ander reſpect 
are holidays: 9 s, when almighty God firſt 
called them out of Egypt, were children in true 
religion, and. were to be led to it like children, 
by particular ceremonies, which were to continue 
till they were fully inſtructed in the grand diſ- 

penſation 


bring — 2 


| 
S . 
= 
| 
! 
| 
{ 
: 


but them. - For | 


(22) 
penſation of God's providence, or in the 
their miraculous ſe 3 from the reſt 
world; when this ned, . which it . did 1 
our Saviour made * appearance” n 
then cheſe ch11difh "things were to be away; 
men were no bon 2e and honour God b 
ceremonies or holidays Hke children, but iu /piri; 


and in truth like mi de N n and 


N in Ns RE * a ax ee 
Now if the _ bende, 8 "li wweal bl} . | 
arly elements in refpe&- 85 the fullneſs of know. 


ledge in Cbriſt, much more are thofe of later date; 


= they want even thoſe advantages which be- 


ws, 8 to the Jeeiſb ceremonial: "our feſtivals are 
nei 


of divine appointment, nor have any pro- 
miſes or rewards N 2 to the obſervation of 
them; nor are they types and figures of any thing 


to come, and ſo can afford no foundation of out 


faith. or ho in al . ate e excel 


EEE 


fing our faith, o 7 our 4s Fink Ach 
might not be h my more "OR Pr with. 


3 


0 T hey veg: us into bean is Pan of 
ſuperſtition, which is an idle and vain fear of 
diſpleaſing God by doing ſomething that he has 


not forbidden, or by omitting ſomething that 


he has not commanded : reflect now, I intreat you, 
what a number of filly and childiſh cuſtoms you 
practiſe at this ſeaſon of Chriſtmas only, ' cuſtoms 
which I ſhould be aſhamed to mention in this 


place, and yet euſtoms upon which ſome of you 


t 23) 
(L. ſpeak what I know) firmly believe your prof 
fir for ms: Teſt of the . n end pe 


But vpon what, I pray, Jbould. your ri 
—.— but upon the bleſſing and profpe iy 


dence of God ? if therefore Almighty God hath 


promiſed his bleſſing on no ſuch conditions, what 


are you doing but making bonds and burdens for 


yourſelves? which you * never have thought 


5 but for the fancied ſolemnity and e. 


tion of theſe days and time But te 


NN A ill worſe effect of td feſtivals i is, chat 
they defeat and make vain the labours of your 


miniſters among you, which are or ſhould be di- 


rected to convince you of the neceſſity of being 


holy, and walking in the fear of God, . — and 
every hour of your lives, and of being the ſame 
pious and charitable chriſtians in every ſtate and 


condition of your Wan ln inſtead of 


that, how many of you think that you ought to 


be more — at theſe ſeaſons than at other 
times? how few of you receive the communion 


at any other times, but on one of the three great 


feſtivals? and which of you, does not believe that 
the preparatory repentance, you then exerciſe, is 


ſufficient wenne of the year? 


your practice for. the matter 5 at, 
and -1 oper all other inſtances of it, to your pre 
It by 


this very day, which (if you cannot juſtl 


ſuch doctrines and opinions as theſe) is not to be 


defended either before God, or thoſe who have the 


rule over you upon earth. 


Andi if you defire to know the tendency of theſe 
doctrines and opinions, be pleaſed once more to 


reflect 


. 
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tn) : 
reflect what liberties you think yourſelves aucberl. 
zed: to take; as ſoon 8 the devoriona? part of yaur 
ſervice is performed; ſuch liberties as the e 
Na ranks with 18 better company e 


alen malle idulaters. 1 * 151 3 Ex a” 


| on, ps, ene e 
2 Hoa pes Ferre, to may he the be 
1 e the 
church no enecuragement to e ſu 
* — — and falſe opinions, er 
< ſays one word to that effect in any of her ca- 
“ nons or rubrics; true; but neither does 
the church ſay one word to diſco them; 
N Lage a that if che chüreh had riot 
provided particu ces for theſe ſeaſons, the 


church's people ould not have Pate theſe 


fooleries. 
The Eos br wie have ben expentes den 1 


proteſtant church is that ſhe ſhould have borne her 
—_—_ and publickly againſt theſe cor- 
true religion: more Saeed will be re- 
ine 0 to render a church without ſpot 8 
namely a godly and effectual 

her to ſeparate theſe putrid excre dener, and r 
who nouriſh and countenance them, from 1 
members of her body; which if our own ch 

had the ſtrength an courage to do, 1 we ße 
lieve, my brethren, you would ſoon be weary of | 
the reſt of the ceremony. | 


* 
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A i k. 1 own 1 don't ſee how we can ger che 
of the obj ian which the diſſenters make to our 
pn oa of theſe feſtivals, viz, that it is a rem- 
nant of popery ; I have ſet myſelf about it twenty 

IAG AN i #64 N OI 4 2 * ts < times 


| hes; bur could wiv fo 166 Ake any defentd 
| for them 28 3 for the ready 


realen to Weed hes atly Hements prepare 10 
mill numbers of Gar common people” | 
E "ft eu 29919) 75 hs 
 Lwould not therefore: have you/ ny brett nen, 
to imagine chat I-charge theſe things' upon | 
your on proper an- iar fault; hay enfibls 
— * os and fixed in them by 
_ education, authofity ejudices, the ſtrength 
and force of wich 1 very well know, having my⸗ 
ſelf been under the bondage of chem for no mall 
part of my life; but then I muſt! add chat being 
thus r off the: miſchief they do you, it will 
now become you to confider the marter ſeriouſly 
and impartially, to examine the ſcriptures dili- 
gently, and to learn from thence what manner of 
perſons you ought to be in all holy converſation and 
godlineſs, every year, month, and day of your lives: 
and finally to diſengage your minds from every 
idle — for which you have no warrant in the 
word of God; othierwiſe the blame as well as the 
evil conſequenees af your fuperſtition, mult 
benceforward be upon your own heads. ns 


Adden 1 defigned 10 blond this Aiſvourſe; bur 
whilſt I was making ſo free with your principles 
and conduct, it came into my mind that I had 
thereby laid myſelf under a neceſlity- of giving 
you ſome account of my own: for may not you 
very teaſonably and very, juſtly expoſtulate with 
me in ſome" ſuch terms as theſe If theſe 
« things are ſo blameable, ee ſo un- 
“ ſcriptural, ſo weak and beggarly, and y, — 
< obſtructive of true religion, how come you, 
vnd are our miniſter, — comply with them, to 
use | * go 


F*LIS WS 
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\ 


whi [Ihe articles, I have ſome | 


whilſt-you, were per- 
nder Anal; 


— en ps 


"To this cutting 67 coping e 1 muſt, in ga 
plead guilcy : can by, no means ;acquit my 
blame in this matter; though how.much Slams 
ought to take to myſelf. I, cannat- determine. 
will therefore Sages ee, the 2 

m —— — 4 aer 
wy with wich fame oder fate, 1h 


he pleaſed then ix that. helides gut fe- 
rivals — — — wes N 


7 


5 have r and 8 As we — _ 

to believe, are far from being le toi many 

ſerious, confiderate,. and Go us Miniſters 
who do. not _ "ro fk hr mak RES 
RW 


0 


There ES 280 Lame ſenlible ar 
en, 0 oy *. * the yn ba tot ma hi. 


in a very modeſt and hum 
— — 


FE b 4 dience | 
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 dience there was that they ſhould-be en and, 
it neceſſury, amended; and either the fame gentle- 
men or forme others why think as they” go. have ſe. 
conckeck cheſe 4 12 e t unan- 

FWErADIE tests to 


A, _ yore oe and N my 

— friends a pro relief, as we 
parc doubt but e 887 e ae d iramediate- 
Iy take à matter of this importance into confide- 
ration, and make ſuch ſeaſonable alterations in the 
frame of our ekurch 'as the nature of the 3 | 
the intereſt of the Proteſtant religion, and the 


ey oa 5 em to FERube, 3 1 * 
Cal. powered to make, both 
pl of G and of this real. 


© Now whilit we kad dar fuck 12 
ſures would take p en 
prudent nor Eoin! nor chriſtian- head 


uneafineſs or impatience for a. rern 7 
| were likely: to have OD toe ws 3 


be a ſufficient 
nor cen ſhoul 


I yet date bi Jie had not wr 


Ives comf 
me by an act which makes me now fear I have 
been filent too long. Par: op pe bg 
It is true indeed, the proſpect abovementiones 
& growing leſs aud les diſtin, and che expecta- 
tion of a review of our eccleſiaſtical affairs ſeems 
now to be laid afide on all hands; ſtill however i 
decomes us inferiors to preſume chat chey wha 
have the power to 28'on fuch occaſions, © and in 
ſuch affairs, and particularly my lords che biſho 
whoſe more immediate concern it ſeemis to be, hav 
very ſolid and ſatisfactory reaſons for letting it alone. 


D 2 . 
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But ſolid and ſatisfactory as theſe reaſons may be 
to thoſe who are determined by them; they afford 
no relief to us who know them not, nor can ſo 
much as gueſs at them, and who are ſtill labour- 
ing under an irkſome obligatign, Which we. nei- 
ther know how to remove, nor are well able to 
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queſtion then, which I apprehend. 


pl a different ſituation, have a great deal more to 
a al 
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ay for himſolf than I haye in mine. 


this, the leaſt and loweſt of al conſiderations.  - 
In che next place, my age and infirmities arg 
ſuch, that I cannot hope to be long very uſeful in 
this or in am other way: I am, and have been now 
for almoſt twenty years, well known to you all x 
and by a variety of kindneſs you have ſhewn to me 
and mine, am made very ſenſible that I have a great 
ſhare of your gogd-will ; which may prolong my 
uſefulneſs among ou, ſome time beyond its period 


in any other ſituation; and this will ſpare me 


much ſtudy and many anxieties which, at my time 
2 1 0 


(29) 
h uſt 


cupation: and I ſhould be both unworthy and 


ungrateful if I. refuſed to bear a good deal of 
trart-ake for your ſakes, whoſe ſpiritual welfare 
ſhould be more to me than ieee 
uv ig: a world, 1 „ N 


A third reaſon 1 have for-abiding wich 


and, 8 to miniſter among you in 

cannot Ons is the reverence. 
MS aion J bear to the church of England, in 
which Lfirſt learned the princi es of the chriſtian 


religion, and whoſe blemiſhes | for my part 2— } 


— 


never diſt cloſe, however grie vous they might be to 


myſelf, if they could be concealed conſiſtently 
. Ar obligations I have to truth, and 

teſtimony of a good conſcience: Beſides, 
there is in the monica the Eugliſp reformation, ;- 
87 by * 11800 * and 2 of 

Henry 's and queen Mary's days, a 
noble foundation for the union of all reaſonable 
and ſincere chriſtians; to which, I truſt in God, 
recourſe will at ſome time be had, when men's 
prejudices are ſo far ſubſided, that they can, 
without reluctance, adopt the principle without 
adhering to ices, into which our firſt reform- 
ers were evidently compelled; with a partlonable 
view indeed of gaining thoſe who, we now find by. 
long experience, are not ſo t M: be gained; and 
who are much more likely to gain 4s by the 
dextrous uſe they make o our abiding by chat 
temporary compliance on grounds and reaſons which 
have ſo very oo the air A of . 
LD | 


I « A, 
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Would other wiſe have te pets 
ds of inet etrcurnſtances, to 


| peace, che liberty, the virtue, And — 


icquieſcence in my 
+ hand of eceleſiaſtical 
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Tre mean fee fe out of all doubt witk me, 
55 a juſt, and merciful 
8 pre- 
ſent ſyſtem, incohwenient and unedifying as it h¹⁰ 
beg who-knows: when proteſtantꝭ e diſpoſed eo 
return - to their h love without reſerve, and che 
hour of an effectual reformation iS nt Hand but 
the leaſt juſtifiable circumſtances of our own 
2 — the means of _—— 
aruth farther,” 
— tare, fee 


how flight and infightfeat the tranſttien & from 
the Engljh tothe Roms church. is well known 
to many, and; in fomme inſtances to myſelf ;/ may 
not we hope that the' danger ariſing from the great 
numbers ſaid re Be- thus ſeduced will at length 
alarm our civil g rs at leaſt; and determine | 
them to root up every thing which has —.— | 
affinity te. that horrid ſuperſtition Li kan dr 

whoſe al Edereuring. jaws 15 2 leſs 


ee a 
ort Jure 
fenndatiun of the apoſ es jar — cre Curr" 
py being IG Corner . 


"he i reafvir 1 ere bo Sa for a ſubraifſive 
preſent freuation, is that the 
Power 1 is happily kept back 
from all extreme ſeverity, by which a way is 
often —— the diligent and conſcientious 
miniſter of edifying his people by methods and 
; which were utterly impracticable when 
the iron rod of canonical confetiion was in the 
hands of ſome great churchman of former times. 


How | 
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Non conliſkent ie is that theſe dos thoutd fell 
pomaniti-contraſteal us chay . by this'retaxativn of = 
their force, 1irnguive notz-aharnthbir force is 66- - 
 laxed, is a public bleffing which we owe dor d 
and maderntim of one oof —— 
prindes, for hoſe life and welfat I daily ufer 
up my moſt earneſt r 
lived for ſo great a part of my life in 
proſperity, to whos Hi have moſt willin ingly dard 
and whom am inclined to obey in grate, 

whom I am to in 
well as bound to it for conſcience ſake. | 


True it is, 3 e 4 
fection of twenty ſuch incomſiderable men as I am 


from the church of could hardly occaſion 
any material diſturbance either in church or ſtate; 
ſome offence however, might ariſe from the — 4 
to which, it is poſſible, of will never be ac 

ng to my be underſipod to declare with a fa 


in this our day, 
n beloved friends and 
of your miſtaken ſu- 
(innocently I hope on 


erin, which — 


ur againſt a plain and moſt reaſonable la w 
9 —— i to nd not one motive 
for cutting off all future occaſions of the like, and 
for ſubſtiruting in the place of thoſe: cold and for- 
mal obſervances, ſome other means of public de- 
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